
The Global March ATX is a GLOBAL MEDIA EVENT

Join the World’s Largest Grass Roots March 
Against Extinction on September 24, 2016

This International Global March date coincides with the opening day of the CITIES (Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered Species of Flora and Fauna) CoP17 in Johannesburg, South Africa on 
September 24, 2016. Global March Representatives and Marchers will be in contact with key governement 
officials to pressure Policy Makers end the Ivory and Rhino Horn trade. The Global March will directly 
influence CITES VOTE to achieve this and other goals to ensure a future for endangered wildlife.

If you live in Austin, Texas and surrounding communities, please join the world’s largest grass roots movement to 
raise awareness of the growing crisis losing species to extinction. There will be over 150 cities marching around 
the world in solidarity with our March here on the SAME day. Elephants and Rhinos are being poached to 
EXTINCTION. Join the Global March ATX to help pressure governments to reverse this growing crisis by 
imple-menting a PERMANENT END to the Ivory and Rhino Horn trade worldwide. 

Please visit our website for information on our Mission and the best wildlife conservation NGOs we raise funds 
for through our work here in Austin. For detailed strategies and objectives, please visit the international march 
website: www.march4elephantsandrhinos.org/ For action items and tools see:

Take Action: www.marchforelephantsatx.org/takeaction/

Invite your family, friends, neighbors, coworkers and all local communities to join us. 

Judy Brey 2016 Global March for Elephants & Rhinos ATX Director  
info@marchforelephantsatx.org

Thyra Rutter Press / Interview Contact; Global March ATX Organizer, Arte for Elephants / thyrart@gmail.com / 
www.arteforelephants.net/

Global March ATX Contact Number: 727-203-5593 
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What is GMFER and how did it come about? 

The Global March for Elephants and Rhinos 
(GMFER) comes about as a result of pure grass roots 
advocacy and is the consequence of the dedication of a 
core group of advocates and hundreds of leads who 
are organizing to march in more in than 150 cities 
across the globe on September 24, 2016.

Inspired by the first Kenyans United Against 
Poaching and The David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust’s 
iWorry campaign marches in 2013, the GMFER has 
evolved into the world’s most powerful grass roots 
movement. 

The GMFER is a people’s movement to raise aware-
ness on behalf of elephants and rhinos now being 
poached to extinction, primarily to satisfy the demand 
for ivory trinkets and snake oil medicine in China, Asia 
as well as the USA and other regions of the world. 

The GMFER’s mission is to demand accountability of range nations and those nations where domestic trade in 
ivory is permitted and to work with CITES, Governments, the United Nations, NGOs, conservationists and particu-
larly with everyday citizens to change the story for elephants and rhinos who are on their way to extinction:

Our motto: “Not On Our Watch!”   Our mission: “We Will” 

We continue to deliver each year a memorandum of demand citing specific demands to all embassies of the gang 
of 19 (as named by CITES) as well as South Africa. Specifically, we have asked China to shut down its 37 “legal” 
ivory carving factories and its more than 145 retail outlets trading in “legal” ivory. We have issued similar demands 
on behalf of the world’s last rhinos. The MOD and related documentation can be found on the global web site’s 
Objectives and Strategies section (www.march4elephantsandrhinos.org) 

The Global March for Elephants and Rhinos is an unprecedented, truly grass roots movement calling out 
to world leaders to take note. We are here; we are not going away; we will keep calling to you to assume account-
ability. We are a social justice movement and will continue to work until every elephant is safe and until 
every rhino is safe. 

GLOBAL MARCH BACKGROUND
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COUNTDOWN TO EXTINCTION
One Elephant is killed every 15 minutes. One Rhino is killed evey 6 hours. Forest Elephants & 
Desert Elephants may be EXTINCT in only 24-36 MONTHS. ALL MAY BE EXTINCT IN 10 Years.

“It’s a race against time...” Dr. Iain Douglas-Hamilton of Save the Elephants

The continental lion population has fallen from an 
estimate of over 75,000 in 1980 (IUCN) to around 
32,000 in 2012 (Duke University), and we fear that 
the numbers could be as low as 25,000 (down by 
50% in the last thirty years), distributed over only 
22% of their historic range. This clearly shows 
that African lions require increased international 
protection from all threats, including over-utilization 
for commercial or ‘recreational’ purposes: trophy 
hunting. Between 1999 and 2008 off-take for 
recreational purposes was unsustainable by any 
standard in at least sixteen of the twenty range 
states trading in ‘wild source lion parts.’
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March Organizer Dee Kotze has prepared a draft strategy document for our March this year.
OUR OPPORTUNITY TO DIRECTLY INFLUENCE CITES VOTE AT THIS CRITICAL MEETING IN JOHANNESBURG 
(JOZI), SOUTH AFRICA:

1. Now in its 3rd year, Global March for Elephants and Rhinos will be held on the opening day of CoP17 in 
Johannesburg (Jozi) on 24 September 2016. 

2. Reason for 24 Sept: Opening ceremony of CoP17 will take place in Jozi on this day and we need our global media event to take place 
prior to decisionmaking processes at CoP17 from 26 Sept to 5 Oct. With assistance of international media coverage, GMFER will influ-
ence CITES members when voting on relevant issues. 
3. Vital decisions on elephants, rhinos and lions are to be made at CoP17 by 181 members of CITES. 

4. The objectives are availalbe ay the GMFER International website at: http://www.march4elephantsandrhinos.org
5. Essence of our objectives are to halt all trade and to get governments (who are CITES members) to change laws and 
have political will to stop the trade.

6. Without a clear and concise strategy, we will not capitalise on our work over the last few years.
7. Global March for Elephants and Rhinos International in process of registering as a Non-profit in USA.
8. GMFER is a global media event, we must aim to have in excess of 150 cities march in 2016. 
9, The march in Jozi will be the most important march due to CoP17 being hosted in Jozi, South Africa 24 September to 5 October. 
10. GMFER Jozi marching route over last 2 years walked a few hundred metres past the Cop17 venue (Sandton Convention Centre). We 
will change the route to stop half way at CoP 17 venue, hand over Memos of Demand to relevant parties like John Scanlon from CITES 
and others to be identified. 
11. GMFER to collaborate wtith other NGO’s with same/similar objectives. This Coalition to take a stall or two at CoP17 (stalls are 
restricted to registered observers). Group of NGO’s to take turns in managing the stand at CoP17, hand out booklets, approach CITES 
members, lobby against trade, do media interviews and SELL NO TRADE! Television screen to be set up with rolling video materials.
12. This Coalition can book a side venue and host speakers at cocktails to present to CITES members.
13.Potential list of NGO’s (see below): Core members please to propose others. Not confirmed that all below NGO’s will join Coalition, 
but I believe most will.
14. Vital that Jozi march has a large youth presentation, especially people of color. 
15. Agreed that cities can add tigers and lions. 
16. It is understood that majority of above mentioned NGO’s have never attended a CoP. We need to make this work in our favour to 
“disrupt” CoP17, with assistance of our network who are well versed in CoP proceedings.
17. Registered observers who attend session are able to comment, it being understood that CITES members usually get preference and 
are allowed to comment in sessions before observers. Social media campaign vital for the period 24 Sept to 5 October. 
18. Thunderclap and Twitterstorms to be initiated.

19. Registered Coalition of NGO’s to embark on social media campaign during sessions at CoP17.

20. NGO representatives to be available to do interviews with international media. It is of utmost importance that our Coalition repre-
sentatives do media interviews for comments after sessions.
LIST OF POTENTIAL NGOs organizing on site during the CITES event in South Africa Sept 24 - Oct 5 to push our agenda: 
GMFER, Y4AW, MFE (SF). AFE (UK), The Rhino Orphanage, Kuapo, Elephants Alive, OSCAP, Conservation Action Trust, African Wildlife 
Trust (PENDING), Saving the Survivors, Rhinos in Africa, Rhino SA, Black Mambas, Born Free, WildAid SA, Captured In Africa.

GLOBAL MARCH STRATEGIES & GOALS: JOHANNESBURG, SOUTH AFRICA
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The extinction of the African elephant is under way. The question we are asking the decision-makers in Europe is: ‘Do they want to see 
this happen?’ Perez Olindo, Government of South Sudan

It is very discouraging having to fight the battle to save elephants once again. The 1989 ban helped elephants to recover in most parts of Africa. 
Now, even in Amboseli, we’re losing elephants to ivory poachers for the first time in many years. The sale of any ivory--legal or not--is creating 
demand. No one needs ivory. It is a beautiful substance, but the only ones who need it are elephants. Cynthia Moss, Amboseli Ele-
phant Research Project

The African Elephant Action Plan must be implemented in our countries as soon as possible. We are hopeful that the global commu-
nity will understand how serious and urgent this crisis is, and donate to the African Elephant Fund, the funding mechanism for the Action Plan. 
With such support we can ensure that we don’t lose elephants from across much of their range. Fidelis Odiakaose Omeni, Deputy Director, 
Wildlife Management, Nigeria

As long as ivory is valued as a commodity, every tusker is at risk from poachers, and only where anti-poaching efforts are suffi-
cient will elephants survive. Anti-poaching costs money and lives. Banning the ivory trade has been the single-most effective and economical 
way to slow the loss of elephants across their whole range - not just where they can be protected by anti-poaching units. Ian Redmond OBE, 
Wildlife biologist/Ambassador for the UNEP Convention on Migratory Species

Protecting elephants is an important part of fighting climate change. Why? Because every day across Africa and Asia, elephants disperse 
billions of seeds, some of which will grow into the forests of tomorrow, sequestering and storing carbon, generating rainfall and stabilising our 
climate. Save the elephants to save the forests to save the world! Ian Redmond OBE, Wildlife biologist and Ambassador for the UNEP 
Convention on Migratory Species

Elephants are a natural wonder of the world. We are proud and honoured to have these remarkable animals in our countries, but they are 
\disappearing fast from many places and action is needed now. Ibrahim Lankoande, Directeur Général des Forêts et de la Faune, Burkina Faso

In 1970 my country was home to 70,000 elephants. Today as a result of poaching, and primarily significant transboundary poaching, the 
wildlife law enforcement officers are fighting to protect less than 200 individual survivors. We are really in a situation of crisis and I appeal to 
the international community to support the range States and protect this charismatic animal. Jean-Baptiste Mamang-Kanga, Director of Fauna 
and Protected Areas, Central African Republic

As an attorney and author who has been deeply involved in issues pertaining to elephant welfare for 10 years, I am categorically opposed to 
resumption of ivory trade because all evidence points to such trade fueling the human appetite for ivory and the consequent, indis-
criminate slaughter of these Appendix I protected animals. Lisa Kane, JD Attorney and author

Elephants need a creative mix of international response attacking the ivory trade and local, on-the-ground reduction of the 
corrupt mafias which siphon off Africa’s biological riches. There are alternatives out there, but the greed of few comes at the expense of 
many, including both local people and biodiversity. Naftali Honig, Projet d’appui à l’Application de la Loi sur la Faune sauvage (Project for the 
Application of Law for Fauna), Republic of Congo

Seized ivory stocks around Africa are recycled back into illegal trade due to corruption. Ivory stocks should be burnt together with 
the hopes of traffickers for any “legal” way to allow them to slaughter our elephants. Ofir Drori, Director, Last Great Ape Organisation (LAGA)

Our daily battles are to get traffickers behind bars, but the war for the fate of elephants is far away from the field and our sweat, it is a war 
of values vs greed, where more elephants can be killed by a vote than by any gun. Ofir Drori, Director, Last Great Ape Organisation 
(LAGA)

It isn’t only our elephants that are being killed. Our dedicated rangers in the field are losing their lives while trying to protect ele-
phants from organised, well-armed and ruthless criminal gangs. The death of these unsung heroes must not be in vain. Patrick Omondi, 
Senior Assistant Director, Kenya Wildlife Service

A single word can send out the wrong signal for those in the illegal trade, that they can start killing as quickly as possible. Perez 
Olindo, Government of South Sudan

Poaching is reducing continent-wide elephant populations by more than 8% annually, although some countries are being hit much 
harder than others. This level of off-take is unsustainable and will have serious ecological consequences given the keystone role 
elephants serve in African ecosystems. Samuel K. Wasser Ph.D Director, Center for Conservation Biology, University of Washington 

Elephants are living treasures. Nature’s gardeners. Nature’s great teachers. Tragically some people don’t give a damn. They prefer the 
dead treasure to the living one. The ivory. We must challenge this so-called ‘trade’ with all our might and shame on those who would condone it. 
Virginia McKenna, OBE Founder & Trustee Born Free Foundation

WHAT THE EXPERTS HAVE TO SAY:
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